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ZANZIBAR,CITY, Zanzi-
bar—Lenin may have been
.smuggled inta Russia via a
‘sealed train, but down Zanzi-

a method of getting revolution--
aries from here to there. -
Here in East Africa, the key

“members of the Zanszar/

Revolutionary . Council ~ were
“brought from. a recsort called”
Silver ‘Sands, some 14 miles’
‘north of Dar es Salaam, the
-capltal of Tanganyika, to Zan-
znbar in a-glass-bottomed boat

\Mtion. Feinsilber is a man of
“high adventure having been,
among other things, a lion
tamer for Frunk Buck during
[the New York World’q Fairof
71939, .

For the last 20 yeqrs, Fein~ |

,silber has been one of Zanzi-
‘bar s first citizens, owning both
a lime factory on the island
Yand the Ocean Products Corp. -
“which specxahzes in the sale of
Hlobstcrs In Tanganyika he is
ithe proprietor of that hospital-
'=ity house for revolutionarics,:
“the Silver Sunds. ' :
,J On reason the out-of-this-
Eworld story of- the Zanzibar.
.revolutmn has ‘hitherio been
)mlold is no doubt ‘due some-

,whm to the fact that it does.

lnot cxactly show-its principal
. bereficiarics in ‘a heroic light.
'In any case, here for the first
time are the iacts ns to how it

“bar way that is very old hat as »z.0 00

* Sunday

all happened ‘in’ Lanznbar as
pieced together from official

Western and African sources

~and w1th some essential miss-

ing links tracked down here:in

In the first v' place, Abeid’

Karume, the original leader of
Party who

the Afro-Shirazi
-took ovet as president of the

_ Zanzibar Revolutionary' Coun-

cil and subsequently as vice

.presideiit of the Tanganyika-
- Zanzibar -
‘totally by surprise by the revo-
" lation that catapultcd hnn into
pxloted by Mischa Feinsilber, -

“the only non-African member "
) ,,of the Afro-Shirazi Party—the
Tparty: that staged the revolu-

“union” . was taken.

power,

WHEN TIE ahooung erupt-
ed last Jammty ‘on an carly "
morning,

sultan’s’ minority government

-were on' a rampage, rushed to’
‘the beach, found a canoe, and,
‘paddled furiously the 20 miles.

to Dar c¢s Salaam. Already in °
Dar e¢s Salaam were other
Afro-Shirazi leaders who had.
‘heard rumors of an intended -
pogrom - against- them by the
sultan. And the fabled “Babu™
was in Dar es ‘Salaam enroute -
back from hxs latest mp to -

Peking. _ v

It was’ not until Sunday
night that Karume and others’

“discovered what had happened.;:
1t seems that the second cchc.-:

lon or branch: secretarics of -
the Afro-Shirazi' parties *had

- become. 50 disgusted with the | ‘
. feuding' between:. Afro-Shirazi

leader’ Abeid Karume and his
Jprmcnpa* Afro-thram nval

y Karume, '
“thinking that the -Arabs of the

QOthman Shariff (who during
the revolution locked himnself’

‘in (he basement of his Zanzi-
bur home) that they them--

scives decided to stage the
often plotted but much posts
poned revolution against thg
Arab minority government,

Onc John Okello, formerly -
Afro-Shirazi branch secretary
oit the necighboring island of:
Pemba, wok over the original, -
handful of 40 to0-50 freedom
fighters in the Zanzibar revolu-
tion and with genumc bravery\

" charged the main police station”

and the radio station., Pleased’.
with his succesg, Okello pro-
claimed himsclf ficld marshal ;
and while the Afro-Shirazi.
rank and file ".(now joined.

: among others by the 37 Cu-

ban-trained Afro-Arab freedom
fighters) rampaged, looted and
killed, Okello had enough sense
to announce over the Zanzibar
radio that the new revolutxon-
ary cabinet would be led by’
Karume, the obvious choice .
. because 'he was the official.
Lead of the Afro-Shirazi Party .
-in whose name the revolutlon
was laynched. .

" And thus it was that Karume
"and his fellow “exxles" hud-1

~dled “together at Mischa Fein+ [lintercept him and - forbid his
silber’s Silver Sands lcarned by

“radio that this was’ “their révo-.
lution” - and  that’ power .in -
ZanIb.lr was | thelrw for lhe
takmg B

AS FEINSILBER recalls lt'

"“The entire cabinet: named by

Okello. . wa$ at .y house. BVery-

'four

_revolution was “ficld marshal”

. from Zanzibari stick and final-|

.Tiving m tearsm Dar es Saldam

body piled into ‘my glass bot-

tom boat and we reached Zan=}.

zibar early Monday morning.”
. In the meanwhile, the British
had refused the sultan’s frantiq
plea for assistance, and in the
ghastly blood letting of the next
days, at least 3,000
v Arabs were killed, by offx-
-¢ial Western estimate. :
“I told the Amicricans a rey.
olution was inevitable,” .said
Feinsilber. *It would have been
.50 easy to have had the friend-
ship of the Afro-Shirazi Pgrty.
Instead, for too long there was
a vacuum. Now the Arperlcans
have to start from way .behind]
‘in secking good relatlons an
+-the Zanzibaris." i

AN EARLY casualty’ &hc

Okello who proved to bc a
madman. As a Zanzibari of-
fical told it: “It got so that he
would come’ to revoluuonary*
council meetings with guns in}
each hand which he - would
point at one or another of us.f
‘It was too unsettling.”

It took several banishments
to make Okello’s departure

ly President Karume ' himselff
had to go to the airport tof

' presence. Okello went off, ar-

Zanzibar who so

“which: fortunately was | qxag
gcrated ' b i
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uallqusly -
failed to appreciate his services
" including the killing: of more})
than 7,000 people—aa ¢laim
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